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„ Ho,, local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
To whom all non. . ed with their branches , also 30 copies 
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new branches. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 

Branches in the following places 
Bradford. 

Manchester. 

EALiNG-Sn. Sec., pro tern.. Miss M. Fletcher, 83, Gordon Road. 
COLCHESTER.-Hon. Sec., pro lent., Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 

BL^KH G EATH.'-Hon. Sec., Miss Grace Martin, “Rydal,” Hardy Road. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Forest Hill. 

Enfield. 

Dover. 

Brussels. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge with many thanks the gift 
of the following book by the authors : — 

“The Study of French n (Eugene and Duriaux). 

Also copy of “Home Education” (Isaac Taylor) from Mrs. Prentice, 
and a donation of 10s. from Lady Thompson. 


St. John’s Wood. — The session was closed on May 14th by a \er> 
successful meeting, held by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Perrin, at 
8, Carlton Hill, N.W. Miss Beeton read a most instructive paper upon 
“ Points of Interest in American Educational Methods,” from personal 
experience gained in a high-class school in New York Miss Burstai . 
who took the chair, and who also had spent some time in America, abiy 
supplemented Miss Beeton’s paper from her own observation. 


RICHMOND AND KEW.-On Wednesday, May 19th, a drawing-^** 
meeting was held at Broomfield House, Kew (by kind permission of K 
Kilgour), when Mrs. Edward Sieveking lectured on the “ Pract.ca 


p.n.e.u. notes.* 475 

Relation of Parents in the Ednrat^H 

Arthur Palliser, Esq., jun., presided. M towards ** Nursery” 
importance of mothers in the upper classes heino- iT 6 ' 1 ° n the 

and not relegating all their own duties to paid subThutes. ‘ Moth^los" 
a great deal by not doing more themselves f or their children, as in many 
cases the children were more attached to the nurse than to the mother 
which was only natural, the former being constantly with them. French 
and German mo hers set a much better example. A German lady to d 
Mrs. Sieveking that in her house there was no such thing as a nursery 
the children lived entirely with their parents, and she expressed surprbe 
that English children were left so much to servants. The lecturer 
mentioned several incidents, which had come under her own knowledge 
of cruel neglect on the part of nurses towards their charges No one 
would wish to undervalue the services of a really good nurse. There were 
many who had nobly fulfilled their duties. Mothers could not be too 
particular in the choice of a nurse, as the first impressions of a child’s life 
were most important. All views of life date from some land-mark of first 
impressions. An eminent Roman Catholic writer had said that the whole 
drift of a child’s character was determined at seven. Mothers gave 
many excuses for not occupying themselves in their nurseries— health, 
claims of society, etc. Many lessons might be acquired in the nursery*, 
such as self-control, and much valuable experience picked up. Some 
mothers are quite incapable of attending to the ailments of their children, 
being accustomed to leave all to the nurse, Mrs. Sieveking hoped that 
the day would not be far distant when a large percentage of the educated 
classes would take up the nursery as a profession. A book which could 
be recommended to all mothers as the greatest help in the nursery was 
Miss Mason’s “ Home Education.” A vote of thanks was passed to 
Mrs. Sieveking for her interesting lecture. 

Clapham. — A meeting was held on June 26th, at Clapham Rectory (by 
kind invitation of the Rev. C. P. Greene). Mrs. Clement Parsons gave an 
address on “ The Child’s First Introduction to Poetry.’ 

Reading. — A meeting was held on Saturday afternoon, May 29th, at 
Burlton House, Castle Hill, by kind invitation of Miss Ratcliffe. The 
chair was taken by Dr. J. B. Hurry. Miss Kate Phillips (Lecturer on 
Kindergarten Methods at the Maria Grey Training College) read a most 
interesting paper entitled “The Educational ITse of Stories. The lecturer 
spoke at length on the selection of suitable stories, saying that many 
stories might be read with advantage, which, when told might be distinctly 
injurious. She claimed that story-telling was to be considered as a 
dramatic art, and that the aesthetic effect of the recital must never be lost 
sight of. A lively discussion followed, and much friendly criticism was 
evoked, to which the lecturer ably replied. The next meeting is fixed for 
July 3rd, when a paper on " Physical Education ” will be read by Mr R. 
Timberg G D , of Stockholm. On June 12th, Mrs. Hart- Davis kindly 
invited the members of the Natural History Club to meet at Dunsden 
Vicarage The party, which numbered about 60, was divided into three 
groups, one of which was entomological, the other two botanical. Each 
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. — — — ' dance of an experienced naturalist. The third 

aroup was under the ju ^ igsued this mon th and has met with 

of the “ Monthly Letters 

the same app rec >a‘ ,on * meeting of the session was held on 

***?*?■ WestwoXby the kind invitation of Mr. William Smith. 
April 9 th, at Westwo \ an extre mely interesting address was given 
Mr . Blakeney presi ' Uof ^ Bergman . 0 sterber g) on "The Physical 
by Mis Vida Sturge, ^ P gturge gave a sho rt account of Ling, the 

Education of ° irls ' . t of Physical Training, showing that its 
Swedish ^an d harmonious development of the whole body. The 
aims are hea tn a , f hygienic movements, all of which are 

and are carefully graduated «„ 
given for definite P h > f such a train ing specially suitable for ladies 

“* for .tse not In roburt health. 

i ,nn Pre'ident, Dr. Welldon I Hon. Sec fro tern., Mrs. Edward 

HA u On Thursday afternoon, May 20th, the inaugural meeting of 
S ^ Ve bo n ve branch took place in the reading room of the Victoria Hall. 
Th?Vicar Rev. Thomas Smith, took the chair, and in h,s introductory 
a ^ interesting speech remarked that one of the objects of the 
E u he thought, in its aim towards the progress and betterment of 
nldnd and womankind, was that "when we faint, and fall, the children 
Tl efze the Tomh of progress and carry it on.” He went on to say that 
he considered that want of concentration was the fault of the age : t at 
we fritter away our energies over so many things, instead of fixing iem 
on some one special subject. Dr. Schofield explained the aims and 
objects of the Society in a very striking speech, which was listened 0 
with great interest by a small, but thoroughly appreciative a “ d, ® n “* 
Mrs. Franklin followed with some suggestive remarks on the work ot tne 
Society and its Branches, and the meeting ended with an invitation o 
those who were present to remain and give in their names as members o 
the new Branch. It is hoped that the first lecture may be given short y . 
further notice being of course given when the date is fixed. 

Birkenhead. — On May 22nd a party of fifty children and adults left 
Birkenhead for Meols, where they were met by Mrs. Dalglish, of V\ est 
Kirby, who, after reading a most delightful paper on Field Club work an 
mentioning the flowers to be looked for that afternoon, led them for a most 
enjoyable ramble across the fields. Tea was arranged for at a farmhouse, 
and Mrs. Dalglish there presented two prizes, one for the greatest number o 
flowers found and named that afternoon and another for the most prettily 
arranged bouquet. On Saturday, June 12th, about the same number of 
members met on the top of Bidston Hill, and a most lively hunt for 
butterflies and beetles began, headed by Mr. Green, who gave a great deal 
of most interesting and useful information about insect life On both 
occasions the weather was all that could be wished for. 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


P.N.E.U. CONFERENCE, 1897. 

( Continued from page 468.) 


THURSDAY MORNING, May 21 th. 
Mrs. E. L. Franklin in the chair. 


Miss Mason on 

P.N.E.U. TEACHING IN THE BRANCHES (MENTAL 
AND PHYSICAL).* 


We all recognise that we are under the reign of law so far 
as our bodies go. We know that “ put your finger in the fire 
and it will be burnt,” “ sit in a draught and you will catch 
cold,” “live a vigorous and temperate life and health will be 
your reward.” That law attends our steps with its penalties 
and rewards in all matters physical w'e know r very well. 
Some of us go further and have a personal sense of the 
Lawgiver in matters of sickness and health. In sickness 
especially we feel that God is dealing with us and we en- 
deavour to lay ourselves open to the lesson of the hour. In 
moral matters, too, we live under the law. W e ma y forget 
ourselves but we have compunctions and are aw'are of pena - 
ties. But in matters intellectual we are disposed to stand 
upon our rights. Here we recognise no authority, abide by 


*Miss Mason’s paper on “P.N.E.U# leaching, 
June No. of the Parents' Review . 

VOL. VIII.— NO. 8. 


Physical,” appeared in the 
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